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| 
invited to anite in » week of special prayer. For many years thie hallowed castom 
has been observed, and innumerable testimonies have been borne to the blessing that 
has followed. The published for this year by the Evangelical Alliance 
we trast that the observance of thd 
season Will extend over « greater ares than in any former year. This is the fortieth 
time that the Alliance has enjoyéd the pfivilege of inviting Christians of every 
name and in every place to unite in a week of continued supplication ; and never 
was prayer more needed than at the present time, while there is also much that , 
should call forth our most fervent thankagivings. Let us conseorste the new year 
by s week of deep and sustained devotion ; so may we hope to close it, ackuow- 
ledging that “the Lord heth done great things for us, whereof we are gisd.” \ 
To-morrow, we trust that many sermons will be preached on the power of 
prayer, from the text we have ventared to suggest (“0 Thou thet hearest prayer, : 
Holy ‘Writ. Meetings convened by the Oounsil of the Alliance 
will be held ‘during the week at Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour | 
Street, Portman Square. ‘There will also be meetings at Exeter Hall, : 
Mildmay Park, the Centenary Hall (Bishopsgate Street), and St Paul's 
(Onslow Sqaare). ‘The South London Branch of the Alliance bave arranged 
for meetings at different places on the Surrey side of the Thames. All particalars 
will: be learned from the programmes that have. been issued. ..We trast the | 
relations between the Brit and the Bee. We hare no doubt 
 o€ place in. a.merely political point of view. If we were to recognise him ss s 
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terms. all, such a step would be imoonsistent with 
principles of this Protestant country, and would have the 


agreement touching one thing to ask it of the Lord. The need of an increase in 
the spirit of gtace and supplication was very widely felt, in view of the sad intel- 
ligenee which had Africa, and the strain on the 

~ resources of the various missionary societies arising from the long-continued com- 
mercial depression. A pleasing feature, we have special satisfaction in noting, was 
the issue of a circular letter by the authorities of the Church Missionary Society to 
the representatives of other missionary associations, asking their prayers in reference 
to the massacres and other evils that had taken place at Uganda. The warmest 
sympathy has been felt by all Christian bodies for those on whom these trials have 
fallen. The Lord, who knows how to bring good out of evil, is drawing the hearts 
of His children closer together through the discipline of sorrow. ‘The fruita of their 


A. good has been excited by the indication of a fecling 
in isvour of reunion showing itself markedly among the Methodists. Letters from 
ex-Presidents of the Wesleyans and of the New Connexion Methodists were pub- 
lished in the Methodist Times, warmly advocating the idea. It is well known that 
_ the five bodies included under the general designation of Methodists agree both in 
doctrine and im their general manner of working. The differences between them 
refer to details of organization, such as the amount and power of the lay element in 
their meetings, length of appointments to circuits. We understand that, a few 
‘years ago, a union was very nearly effected between the New Connexion and the 
Bible Christians. In Oanada a general union among the various Methodists has 
‘been already accomplished. Probably the task will be a little more difficult in this 
will be crowned with s happy consummation. — | | 


‘The quadrennial charge-of the en 
very striking and praiseworthy. In reviewing the progress of the..Ohurob, 
Bishop mentioned the remarkable fact that, while in 1827 there were only seventy- 
nine benefices in the county, there are now 284—an increase of threefold in sixty 
years. Three years ago the Bishop started a Church Building Fund, and £40,000 
had already been subscribed. Grants from the fund had been made-within that brief 
period to sixteen new churches and nine mission chapels. 
‘Shis'that the Charch commends iteelf to the good-will of 


it called attention to a pew departure in evangelistic work which eppears to be full 
of promise. He said that nearly a yesr ago he was consdlted as to the practicability of 
institating an order of itinerant lay preachers, who should go about and take services 


2 
we are on friendly 
the traditions and 
2 effect of lending a 
% trust most earnestly that nothing of the kind will be permitted to take place. 
The first’ Butiday of the month marked ‘the cduclusion of week of special 
= united prayer’ orf behalf of foreign missions. Many churches took part in this 
in neglected parts of our great towns and outlying hamilets, either ‘in mission rooms 
or in the open air. The movement arose simultancously in separate ‘rural 


One of the interesting events 
last few months has beén the tour of the Rev. Dr. 
of Scotland. This venerable minister ; 
world, preaching the gospel of salvation. Having received the 
appointed Moderator of the Free Church Assembly, 
Highlands during his year of office, his addresses being translated 


about the Highlands and Highlanders. He not know any country im the 
world where they would find such flocking of people to hear the Gospel as in the 
Highlands of Scotland. They would come from « great distance and at great 
inconvenience in the worst of weather, and at midday or night, and hear with 
avidity afd ‘earnestness the minister declaring the. Gospe| of Jesus Christ. That 
was a very interesting "feature of the Highlands, and with regard to communions, 
these were extraordinary things indeed; he did not think they could get parallels 
to the communions of the Highlands anywhere in the world. Dr. Somerville has 
not completed ‘the whole of his evangelistic tour, but hopes to have it finished 


before the Assembly meets next May. : 


these institutions stand for spiriteal influence? It should be remembered that when 
the Charch of Christ was lowest in organisation it was highest in spiritcal supremacy. 
Pentecost a standing rebuke to. any tendency to snbstitate any agency in the place 

‘meetings, our public services; and, indeed, all our activities, need the rekindling of 
the’ Divine fire, so that our charches may truly witness for Christ, not only in most 
_ wealous aggtessive enterprise, but in the posasssion of that internal warmth and glow 
finest justification of ite God-inspired claim” 
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deaneries, Auckland and Wearmouth. It was further commended to him by the 
fact that the initiative was taken by the laymen themselves, who were in some cases 
working men ; and he felt that he shoald incur a grave responsibility if he did not do 
all in hie power to encourage a movement which seemed to be the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit, and which held out hope of so much spiritual usefulness. After giving 
further particulars of the progress of the movement, Dr. Lightfoot added that the 
trnest Churchmen were these whose minds were most open to the lessons which 
could be gathered from all quarters. He believed that the Church of England had 
a greater power of utilising the evangelistic neal of her lay members than any other 
Christian community, though hitherto it had been latent. Most assuredly the 
Church would be wise to find employment for that seal, for an untold mime of 
missionary power was here, which alone could cope with the spiritual destitution ; 
and, if neglected by her, that noble passion for Christ would, seek relief for its 
yearnings in other channels. Most earnestly, therefore, did he recommend this 
movement. It had already had a sufficient trial in this diocese to inspire fresh hopes 
for the future. 
during the 
sentence into Gaelic by some of the local ministers. In = 
his labours, Dr. Somerville remarked that —_ 
At the half-yearly meeting of the London Congregational Union, reference 
having beén made*to the success of the recent Conference at Hastings, it was 
unsuimously resolved'that steps should be taken for holding a series of devotional 
meetings among the London eharches for the promotion of spiritual intercommanion. 
Large testimony has been borne through the press to the stimulating spiritual effect 
produced by ‘the Hastings Conference, and « similar one held at Nottingham. One 
writer says: ** We are endeavouring to sustain sn enormous amount of organizations, 
but are we a8 anxious to obtain the internal living energy of (tod that shall make 


‘The Beanmont Trastess have decided not to apply for a licence for the sale of 
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= 


Any young workwoman of respectable character is eligible for = 


cordially agree with Mr. John Shrimpton, the Honorary Director, when he says that 


“no need is so great in London as that of ! o 


A 


intoxicating liquors at the People’s Palace im Kast London. This aanouncement 
has been received with much satisfaction, net only by Mr. Charrington and his 
immediate cirele of friends, but also by the great body of the public, who know well 
what a temptation and curse the sale of drink would prove to many of the poor. 
| The Trustees have, however, meolved to open the library, baths; and grounds, 
during certain hours on the Lord’s-day. The Secretary of the Working Men's 
* Lord’s-day Rest Association pointed out in a letter to the newspapers that the 
iy Sunday opening movement is a most dangerous one, and every concession to it 
; means an increase of Sunday labour and lost rest for the Jabouring classes, such as 
4 attendants, omnibus, tram-car, and railway men, and refreshment keepers. 
¥ The Lord Mayor (Sir Reginald Hanson) took the chair on the oocasion of Mr. 
. G. Hatton's annual supper to discharged prisoners, more than 200 of whom were 
a present, a few of the number having only just come out of gaol. This Mission is | 
¥ evidently securing the confidence and good-will of the convicts, to whom its labours 
¥ are addressed. Out of 20,000 criminals discharged from the metropolitan prisons 
-- during the year, 14,000 had sccepted the Mission’s invitation to breakfast, and 
is 5,000 had signed the Temperance pledge. A good many convicts who had returned 
: from penal servitede had also passed under the care of the Mission. Mr. W. 
a Wheatley, the Secretary, made a very satisfactory statement when he gare the 
| assurance that the police helped the Mission in many ways. We are glad to learn 
| that those whose duty it is to enforce the law against criminals are yet ready to 
4 show their sympsthy with that unfortunate class, and lend their. aid in the more 
>. blessed work of rescue. 
_ At the invitation of the Misses Baring Young, the residents at the Homes for 
" Working Girls enjoyed a happy social evening at the Portman Rooms in Baker Street. 
x The eight Homes scattered throughout the metropolis accommodate 416 young j 
i women, and over 7,000 have lived in them since the firstone was opened in 1878. 
young 
} 


the General might do anything; on his own : 
be for’ the glory of God and: forthe general good (of the Order). . Thus, as the 
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understood, and the power of them felt, that the destructive Socialism of our day 
America bes lost more than one @ d man of late from the ranks of 
her ministers and theologisas. . The Rev, Dr, . a real, paid a visit to 
this country last spring, and attended the meetings | st Union. 
He was then sighty-one years, of age, and leapt on crute be spoke, but 
those who heard him, will not soon forget the energy snd, with which he bore 
witness to the goodness and fidelity of the Master mhom he-had « in various 
depertmenta of labour for over ify the falness of. notion with which he 
declared that if be hed his active life now to begin, and his way in life to choose, he 
would, in the light of s long and. varied. experience, begin as he did nearly sixty 
years ago, by humbly offering himself fot the Christian ministty. The Rev. Dr. 
: A. A. Hodge, of Princeton, has slso béeh\dalled away. He attended the meeting 
of the Presbyterian Alliance at Belfast in 1884 Dr. Hodge was son and successor 
one of the most prominent defenders of » cause of orthodox doctrine in America. 
It is encouraging to find that honest efforts to do the Lotd’s work win recog- 
snd emphatic testimony to the value of missions, and tow We find the Times’ 
Correspondent expressing himself on bebalf of the unique McAl!l Mission in Paris. 
He says: “In sbort, the MeAll Mission is. the only sgenay which combats te 
sceptical clubs and societies that are now being multiplied in tis, The Protest- 
ant Churches are woable to undertake this work. The Reformed and Lutheran 
Oburches are practically debarred from proselytism by theis 
while the Free Charch is too small and we to make the attempt. Indeed, some 
pastors openly maintain that Frénch Protestantism should stand on the defensive, 
: as though mixed marriages and other inflasness would jot thus doom it to extine 
tion. The Paris pastors, however, elmost without exception, aré friendly to the McATL 
} regularly taking part in certain meetings. Many of the convert# have joined the 
. Protestant Churches, but others continue to atteud the miééion halls, and the 
shape. Mr. MoAll, however, is strongly averse to the mission becoming s separate 
sect.” The higher authorities entirely spprove of Mr. McAll's mission, and the 
police favour it; and in capital where cle | 
4 Romish Church disliked by the masses, it is remarkable that the ¢ labours 
of an English minister are appreciated by all sections of society, 
We Italy that the: Pape. hes. restored: to the; Jesuits their fall 
standing and privileges one of the Qrders,of-the Church. [he General of the 
Order, who resides st Fiesole; seer is contemplating: she removal of his 
the General of the Order should . be at liberty )to.make any changes he may think 
+ dad rules of the mciety; and Pope Juling 11. willed thet 


EVANGELIOAL OHRISTENDON: [Fame 2j 


may think right to do in carrying ont the directions of their General! The inhabit-— 
ants of Rome are apprehensive that the change which bas taken place bodes no 
good to the peace of the kingdom of Italy, 


Steps have been taken in America by the Board of Visitors of Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary in reference to the charges of heretical teaching brought against 
Professors Egbert ©. Smyth, Harris, Hincks Charebill, and Tucker: Their 

_ neous views have been made public in a magazine called the Andover Review, and 
book entitled Progressive Orthodoxy.” ‘The charger are fourteen in number, 
touching on several vital points of Christian faith, in regard to which the Professors | 
have been teaching that there is “a new theology better than the old.” 


LITERARY. 
Morer and more does the great mystery of godliness—God manifest in the flesh 
—attract the deep, reverent, adoring, and loving regard of men. Olitist is 
recognized as the profoundest object of human thought, and the most powerfal 
influence in the elevation and purification of our nature. One book after another 
has appeared from able pens, setting forth, in diversified forms, the inexhaustible 
beauty and richness of the theme. Even those written from a critical, or perhaps 


Biographies commonly appear when the subjects of them have finished their . 
earthly course. A man’s life is written after he dies. Bat in the case of some men, ? 
the public will not wait for that event. They are such conspicuous figures, and 
attract so much regard, that we must needs know all about them. Such « man is 


view of the fatare, while others regard it as presenting oomy prospect. 
a book entitled the OF by” 
HL Pember, wa: (Hodder and Stoughtod), it is argued’ tliat we are rapidly 
approaching a period of anarchy, out of which the Empire of Rome-will ‘emerge in 
ten confederate kingdoms. These will first: accept the aid of the 
her and destroy her; after which, Antichrist, 


2 

3 

inquiry. at 
: once masterly in execution and true in doctrine, which has not been superseded by 
4 the books that have been published since it first appeared—“ The Person and Work 
. of the Redeemer,” by Dr. Van Oustersee, translated from the Dutch by Maarice J: 
= Evans (Hodder and Stoughton). It is a noble book. 
y: the pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle; and here we have something to gratify 

| a nataral and by no means blameworthy curiosity. “Charles Haddon Spurgeon,” 
 s by G. Holden Pike (Hodder and Stoughton), is a most readable book, and one well 
a fitted to do good. It cannot fail to be widely popular. 
| An unusual degree of interest is taken, in our day, in prophetic interpretation, 
a which may be regarded as one of the tokens that we live in a critical period of 
a the world’s history. There is a feeling abtoad that changes are impending on a 

| mighty ecale, and that there are urgent questions which will hardly admit of a 3 
| — some writers’ take and 
| of God, and he will be reocived with acclamation as the Saviour of’ the world” It 
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ie. impossible for este. explain in full. the views of the writer within our 
of space, much bet the book is « 


thoughtful one, and well worth reading. 


terrible story, the swfal blackness of which brings out in faller lustre the saintliness 
and devotion of the heroes of the Protestant cause. At ss time like this, when Rome 
secks to fascinate the simple and unwary by her meretricious fascinations, such 
books as this are very seasonable. The lessons of history stand indelible in spite 


hand, he was happy in his home life, and showed how the deepest piety coul’ sweeten 
and adorn the domestic cirele. The story of his in sympethatio: 
ally narrated in “The Life of the Rev. 


Telford, 3.4. (Religious Tract Society). 


The Christinn Classica Series, of the Tract Society, begin’ with « trensistion 
by Edward 8. Prout, u.., of Anselm's treatise on the reason of the Incarnation— 


“Our Deus Home ?” (Why did God become.man ?) There is an introduction which 
explains the history of theological thought on the subject down to the time when 
the work first made its appearance, and this is followed by an analysis. We trast 
that in this form the little volame wil! find an PO ee 


the bounds of theological institations. 


“The Jerusalem: Sinner Saved” nod.“ The Heavenly, Footman.” These tro 
small treatises, by, Johu Bunyan, makes small yolume of the Religious Tract 
‘Society Library,; another of the series including “ Paradise. Regained,” Samson 
Agonistes,” and the “ Minor English Poemsof John Milton.” itis a boon to the 
public to put euch masterpieces in their abs. To read 
& few such books is iteclf high. education. 


Stoughton), is s small treatise dealing with the necessity and nature of the new 
birth, on. the cross. A added cn. 


A good many people seem to imagine that Preshyterianism is something 
altogether Seoteh, like the kilt or the bagpipe. It so happens, however, that neither 
that peculiar attire nor that remarkable instrument of music is confined to the 
northern part of this island, but both sre equally native to some far-off regions. 
Scotland has no reason to be ashamed of being considered the geuuine home of 
Preshyterianism; only Ireland is able to show a very good record in that same 
u.s (T. aod T. Clark), ie a very good handbook of the subject. It is one of the 
narrative ie well and clearly told. 

If any ome wants to learn the true character of Popery, let him read the 
“Reformation in France,” by Richard Heath (Religious Tract Bociety). It is s 
of every effort to obscure their meaning. ‘This volume is the setond of the “‘ Churcli 
History Series.” 

Jolm Wesley organized » great society, but in one respect his brother Charles 
was the representative of the spirit of Methodism. If its practical character and 
well-ordered system of working came from the constructive genius of one brother, 
the other was the source of that peculiar fondness for warm devotional hymas which 
has always been a marked feature of all the Methodist churehes. COharies Wesley 
did not go through such a ceaseless round of labours as John, but, on the other 


how many ways of doing good may be discovered when the heart 
desire to find 
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“ Looking unto Jesus, or Growth in Grate,” ° The book ie plain, scriptural, and ; 
benefit. It becomes, however, under | duty | 
| to examine such opinions, and point out their fallacious character. ‘The Bishop of 
= Carlisle attempted it late number of the Contemporary Review to discredit the | 
S| of that measure of time by astronomical considerations. Mr. Guinness has 
replied to the Bishop in pamphlet called “The Week and its Origin (Hodder and 
Stoughton), in which he shows that this view is mere sssumption. Not content 
- with this, Mr. Guinness points ont, ins series of particulars, that “the week is im- 
: pressed on all nature and on all history in such s way as utterly to forbid the idea : 
| possibly have origiasted its observance asa measure of time.” The facts brought 
| forward to prove this are numerous and varied, and the statement of them is very 
interesting and instructive. The appendix contains few remarkable testimonies to 
; the ancient and widespread observance of the Sabbath. | 
od 
| is fired with earnest 
| and the welfare of our fellow-creatares. The daughter of s,country clergyman, the 
-t entire population of whose parish amounted to only three hundred people, began s 
= | humble work which has since expanded into, means of bringing the best influences 
| to bear on many classes of people both at home and abrosd. Miss V. M. Skinner, 
| of Bath, gives an account of the.origin and progress of the enterprise in “ These 
= Seven Years, or the Story of the Friendly Letter Mission ” (Stirling : Drammond’s D>» 
4 Tract Depot). The work began with a letter’ addressed to licensed victuallers, the 
thought of which was suggested by her personal visits to pablic-houses in the hope 
; of accomplishing some good among those assembled there Twenty-nine letters have | 
now been published in English, each sddressed to s special class of people. There 
are also letters in eight foreign languages ; one in Italian, for instance, being : 
addressed to artists’ models; and others, in German and Bohemian, to the Jews. , 
| Miss Skinner has ‘hitherto carried on the mission alone, bat feeling the weight of | 
f advancing years, she has written this book in'the hope that it may prevail upon some : 
ai who are able and Willing either to be labourers together with her now, or to carry 
| on the mission themsclrés when she is gone, We most cordially trast that her wish . 
may be fulfilled. | 
| The Naval “Brigads News is the organ ot Miss Westou’s work in connexion 
| with our blue-jackets, That lady is well known by: the “ Sailors’. Rests” the has . 
established and maintains et Devonport and Portemouth. We have the heartiest ‘ 
satisfaction in commending these: most valuable institution to the good-will of our : 
“The Minister's Diary for 1887” (Hodder and ‘Stoughiton) should be at 
procared by every minister who has not yet possessed himself of scopy. It combines 
| all the requisites that will make it useful—we might slmost say indiepensable, | | PY 
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| to the cross, on the secusation thet He a 
§ have rolled the seed of Abraham still refuse to acknowledge Him as their | 
comes 
. confess that Heie-Lerd of all The countless millions of India and of China still 
2 bow down in blind to senseless idols. eed a 
eheds its baleful influence over wide regions of the and East. Even within 
; the of Ohristendom how much is there to mourn over! A Chureh fille 
the rat empire Soutbrn and Barope tre Papeey reckons 
| a huge array of votaries. Not even where parer light prevails is all as it ought 
| does it come to Christ’s kingliness is truly faithfully acknowledged 
After so many hundred years, the ancient 
still await fulfilment Tho-ustions ef the world have mes joined their 
; in swelling the mighty ehorus till over every shore and sea the sound is heard of 
a joyful adoration, addressed te Him on whose head are many cro and on whose 
oR It is for the fortherance of our Sovereign's canse that we are bound to strive. 
To Him we owe our heart's allegiance and a life of consecrated service. Ourselves | 
+f Such success as has been won has been gained by the employment of 
such means. If the suceces has not been ample, it is because we have failed in 
ot been very fervent. In some, the love they once felt has waxed cold. The spirit of 
“a | slumber creeps over us when we ought to be vigilant, watching unto prayer. We 
an | The channels hearenwards of the soul are mot kept open by seasons of near com- 
ai with those that ere Christ's is not felt in its uniting ; and 
| we come far short of fulfilling the commandment to love one saedhangn tieientonsd 
us. For such reasons is it that the work of the dove 
m 
| finer of mind and with fervent nied bart Yo th throne a 
i will make us fit s for the work, and carry with it the assurance of success. . ‘ 
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Romish popalation im Frence among 
Ou the other hand pn 
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F | Comanission in its desire to retain the namé | be called the “ Evangelical Ohurch of Italy ” 

hh of Waldensian for the whole Gharech.* We | (from the north to the extreme south), from 

hh cannot reasonably be acoused of partiality, | Rodoret and Torre Pellice to Vittoria, at the 

a8 seeing that we ourselves took part in the firet | farthest point in Sicily, But some one will 

ca | edition of Article 5. Well, we will frankly | exy, meanwhile, it imposes the mame “ Wal- 

eas avow that we think the ‘article as altered by ” on all the Evangelicals who join it. 
uf the Synod more liberal than as it was drawn | No, deer friends ; it is not the Synod that 
nH up by the Commission. The latter seemed | imposes it, but the force of circumstances. 
to wish to perpetuate an anomaly—ea double | The Waldensian Charch has the right of 

; charch. The Synod has | citizenshipin Italy. The Evangelical Church 
=| part, and has expressed the | of Italy could not have it, and « change of 
: | may soon come when the | name would have caused great inconvenience 
a | proposed. to’ the that the Church outside the should take 
Church of The after daerton and aking te, 

| | a its taking the name of “ Evangelical Charch of Italy.” 
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| Tus following report is 
Glasgow Herald of December : wis 
bh. Mr, Arnold thea 
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now its influence in 
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The 
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fh at this meeting 
| the branch 
: friends of the Alliance. 
Boyd, A. A. 
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